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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 

Date:  March 3, 2013 
Title:  “The Hour has Come” – 3:9 
Text:  The Gospels of Matthew and John 
Theme: Jesus the Messiah fulfills the promise made by God to redeem sin’s debt and 

provide the means to adopt them into His family so they might enjoy Him and 
whereby glorify Him forever. 

 
Introduction:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_xdAnMHvNc 
“The Gospel in 6 words” 
 
“I promise,” how many times have we heard this statement or perhaps have said this 
statement?  We grow up hearing such things.  Some people are premeditated liars.  They make 
statements without any intent of keeping them.  They lie to achieve an end through the 
exploitation of the innocent.  They manipulate to achieve their goal.  While others of us intend 
to keep our “promises” we often fail because of human frailty.  We hear “I promise” from our 
parents, we grow up saying “I promise,” we marry and make vows promising, and then start 
the cycle all over again by promising our children and grandchildren such things.  Yet, we 
realize we make promises knowing we cannot keep them all.  In fact, if we know ourselves we 
do not make promises.  We agree to do what we say, but we also understand it might not 
happen simply because we are human. 
 
Well, this idea is not true as it relates to God.  What God says/promises will come to pass.  
And it will come to pass 100% of the time.  There is no gap between what God desires to be 
done and what is done.  This brings us to our next place in God’s Story. 
 
We are considering an enormous swath of Scripture in just eight studies.  We are moving from 
God’s intent in creating, our rejection of Him, and His quest to bring us back to joy in Him to 
the embodiment of the promise and picture in a person and His work.  The means God will 
use to bring us back to our joy in Him is through His Son.  Everything in the Story points to 
Him.   
 
From the days of Abraham in Genesis 12 to the fulfillment of the Seed Promise is about 2,000 
years.  During the entire time there is constant conflict between promise and fulfillment.  We 
marked the conflict; now we will consider the promise.  It is important to place the fulfillment 
in the long waiting experienced by those who believed God.  The prophet Malachi is the last 
book in the Hebrew Bible.  It was written about 444BCE.  For four hundred years we have no 
written word from God.  This period of time is often referred to as the 400 silent years.  
Although we speak of silence, God is very much active and His people are perpetually looking 
for fulfillment.  Without knowing when the silence would be broken an angel is sent to a 
virgin in the town of Bethlehem and her name is Mary.  The angel Gabriel will break the 
silence.  This is that Story.  This is what we read in Matthew 1 and 2 and the Gospel of John as 
a whole. 
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I. The first word [prologue] (Matt. 1, 2) 

 
A. Ancient prophecies 

 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel. (Gen. 3:15) 
 
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, 
And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. (Gen. 49:10) 
 
I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth from Jacob, A scepter shall 
rise from Israel, And shall crush through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth. 
(Num. 24:17) 
 
1 But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He treated the land of 
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, by the way of the 
sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walk in darkness Will see a 

great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. 3 You shall multiply the nation, 
You shall increase their gladness; They will be glad in Your presence As with the gladness of harvest, As 
men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For You shall break the yoke of their burden and the staff on 
their shoulders, The rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian. 5 For every boot of the booted 
warrior in the battle tumult, And cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the fire. 6 For a child 
will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; And His 
name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There will be no 
end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, To 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will accomplish this. (Isa. 9:1-7) 
 
6 The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged 
wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine. 7 And on this mountain He will swallow up 
the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8 He will swallow 
up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the 
reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. (Isa. 25:6-8) 
 
Indeed, the LORD will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness He will 
make like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found in her, 
Thanksgiving and sound of a melody. (Isa. 51:3) 

 
This is the mindset burned in the hearts of those longing for the promise.  This is what they are 
expecting to take place. 
 

B. Present fulfillment 
 
The promise in Genesis 3:15 and pictured in Genesis 3:21 is knowable.  The idea is not so 
ethereal that it is incapable of being defined.  This study is that part of the Story. 
 

3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. 4 But 
when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so 
that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. (Gal. 
4:3-5) 
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Paul speaks of “when fullness of the time came.”  There was a point in time when the promises 
of God would find ultimate fulfillment.  There is a massive build up and then outpouring.   

 
“4:4 The Greek word translated completion is pleroma, indicating that Christ came at the 
perfect time. Factors that made this such a suitable time included: worldwide peace (Pax 
Romana), an excellent road system, and the dominance of one language all across the 
empire (Koine Greek). By these means the gospel spread in ways that would not have 
been possible in earlier times. God sent His Son, born of a woman looks back to God's 
promise in regard to "the seed of the woman" in Gen 3:15, and it may allude to Christ's 
virgin birth (Isa 7:14; Mt 1:18-25). Born under the law refers to the fact that Jesus knew 
what it was like to live under the Mosaic law. This phrase implies that He perfectly kept 
the whole law, which no other human being could do (see notes at Gal 3:10 and 3:21-
23).”1 

 
Listen to how Mark describes the beginning work of Jesus the Messiah. 
 

14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 

and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 
(Mark 1:14, 15) 

 
Listen to how Matthew introduces us to Jesus. 
 
Matthew 1:1 identifies the fulfillment of the Seed Promise with the action/word “Messiah.”  It 
is an intentional and calculated title (Matt. 1:1, 17).  The words Messiah and Christ are one and 
the same.  Messiah is Hebrew and Christ is Greek and both mean “anointed/chosen.”  In the 
context of biblical revelation they speak to the Lord Jesus being the one chosen by God as the 
fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the blood picture.  Wrapped in the word 
are the ideas of kingship and reigning; of God setting things right by His physical presence 
whereby His people can enjoy Him forever.  Every story tells this Story. 
 
We are then given His family tree (Matt. 1:1-17).  The reason why this family tree is significant 
is because of the promises made to Abraham and David.  To Abraham it was said he would 
have a seed and through his seed the world would be blessed.  This celebrated seed promise is 
narrowed and identified more specifically through a definable family in David, the son of 
Jesse. 
 
This is the promise longed for by Anna and Zacharias and John.  They all sought fulfillment 
and all of them lived to see fulfillment. 
 
When a parent says to a child they are going to go to a wonderful place where they can 
experience certain childlike activities, that child is filled with expectancy.  They are longing for 
the moment and can hardly wait.  If a parent breaks promise and those expectations go 
unfulfilled, the child is disappointed.  The nation has waited and they will now experience 
fulfillment. 
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From this idea of promise and fulfillment let us look at John’s Gospel as it relates to this 
moment in time. 
 

II. The word [loge] (John’s Gospel) 
 

“At the center of every plot is conflict. If I were to suggest a plot structure for John's 
gospel, I would reduce it to the conflict between Christ and those who receive or believe 
on him and those who reject or do not believe on him. The rising action in John's story 
of Jesus is the increasing hostility of the Jews (in particular) to Christ. The climax of 
John's narrative is the resolve on the part of Jesus' enemies to put him to death 
(ironically, this is Jesus' hour—the hour of his glorification). The falling action consists 
of the post-resurrection encounters with the risen Christ. And the conclusion of the 
gospel is the Johannine "great commission"—the role of the church in the on-going 
work of Christ (chapter 21). Plot analysis allows us to begin to sense the movement in 
the conflict within each pericope (for if the gospel as a whole has a plot, so too does 
each pericope of the gospel).”2 

 
A. His life 

 
When we consider the Gospels as biographical it must be understood what is to be their 
primary emphasis.  Two of the four gospels have His birth.  Only one speaks of events in His 
childhood.  All four, however, emphasize two themes.  The first is His public ministry.  The 
period covered are the three years from the time He turned 30 to His death at 33.  The second 
period is the last week of His life. 
 
Various teachers speak of multiple reasons as to why Jesus Christ came.  John Piper notes 50 
reasons3 and another ministry notes 23 reasons as to why Jesus Christ came. 
 
What did Jesus come to do?4 

1. To reveal the Father (Matt. 11:27) 
"All things have been committed to me by my Father.  No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him."  

2. To be a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28)  
"just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many."  

3. To serve (Matt. 20:28)  
"just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many."  

4. To save the world (John 3:17; Luke 19:10)  
"For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him."  

5. To preach the good news of the kingdom of God (Luke 4:43)  
"But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 
because that is why I was sent."  
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6. To bring division (Luke 12:51)  
"Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division."  

7. To do the will of the Father (John 6:38)  
"For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me."  

8. To give the Father's words (John 17:8)  
"For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty 
that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me."  

9. To testify to the truth (John 18:37)  
"You are a king, then!" said Pilate.   Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king.  In 
fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 
 Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."  

10. To die and destroy Satan's power (Heb. 2:14)  
"Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might destroy him who holds the power of death -- that is, the devil."  

11. To destroy the devil's works (1 John 3:8)  
"He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work."  

12. To fulfill the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17)  
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them."  

13. To give life (John 10:10,28)  
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full... I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them 
out of my hand."  

14. To taste death for everyone (Heb. 2:9)  
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and 
honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone."  

15. To become a high priest (Heb. 2:17)  
"For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people."  

16. To atone for sin (Heb. 2:17)  
"For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people."  

17. To proclaim freedom for believers (Luke 4:18)  
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
release the oppressed."  

18. To proclaim the year of the Lord's favor (Luke 4:19)  
"to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  

19. To bring judgment (John 9:39)  
"Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who 
see will become blind."  

20. To take away sin (1 John 3:5)  
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"But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin."  
21. To preach (Mark 1:38)  

"Jesus replied, 'Let us go somewhere else -- to the nearby villages -- so I can preach there also. 
That is why I have come.'"  

22. To call sinners (Mark 2:17)  
"On hearing this, Jesus said to them, 'It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.'"  

23. To know who is true (1 John 5:20)  
"We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 
know him who is true.  And we are in him who is true -- even in his Son Jesus Christ.  He is 
the true God and eternal life."  
 
Each of them is correct, yet there is an overarching reasons as to why Jesus came in the flesh, 
was crucified, buried and on the third day would rise again.  The mission of Jesus was to 
secure a place where the people of God would dwell in the presence of God for their eternal 
joy and His eternal glory.  For this end to be secured their rebellion against Him would have to 
be fully addressed by Him.  Thus it is for this reason we have the incarnation, crucifixion, and 
resurrection. 
 

B. His death 
 
The Gospels as a whole tell a singular Story.  They outline for us His life and death.  What I 
find interesting is that each of the Gospels tell the same Story, but from different perspectives.  
What some see as several pieces to one picture, others see as conflicting and incompatible 
pieces to a picture incapable of being completed.  Yet the Story is singular.  We will continue to 
see this throughout our long journey home. 
 
Let us now consider the primary idea of this study.  As noted earlier, His death is significant in 
the larger context of the Story.  In fact, John’s Gospel refers to this moment as “the hour.”  I 
would like to take us through this thought as it is given to us by John. 
 
The purpose of God is not fulfilled solely in the incarnation.  The incarnation (or Advent) is 
only part of the Story.  Advent is partial fulfillment.  Advent says, “God is with us.”  Easter is a 
second prong or mountain peak within God’s Story.  Easter says, “It is finished.”  What we will 
see at Pentecost is, “Go and tell.”  Yet John’s Gospel is going to drive us to that climactic 
moment when the promise is fulfilled and the picture is completed.  Let us now consider 
John’s driving idea as we see the great hour of God within the one Story. 
 

“The Historical Hour: The first importance of “the hour” is that it points in this Gospel 
and the Synoptic Gospels to the climax of Jesus’ earthly ministry, to the appointed time 
of His Passion and glorification. Before the appointed “hour”, set by the Father, the 
attempts of Jesus’ enemies to harm Him have all been in vain because “His hour has not 
yet come” [7:30; 8:20]. The countdown of that hour, the point at which the clock starts 
ticking, is at the start of Passion week when Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the day the 
Passover lambs are selected for the sacrifice [Palm Sunday]. In John’s Gospel “the hour” 
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of Christ’s humiliation and death on the cross is “the hour of his exaltation that becomes the 
source of everlasting life for the world.”5  

 
“The "hour" of Jesus is a noticeably prominent theme in the Gospel according to John. 
The word "hour" (Greek ωρα, hōra) sometimes refers simply and literally to a short 
period of chronological time (a 60-minute period during the day). More often and more 
importantly, however, "Jesus' hour" refers more broadly and metaphorically to the 
climactic event of Jesus' death and resurrection, which the Fourth Gospel also refers to 
as his "glorification" (12:23; 17:1). Early in the Gospel, the narrator and Jesus himself 
emphasize several times that his hour had not yet come (2:4; 7:30; 8:20). Twice he 
similarly stresses, "My time has not yet come" (using the Greek word καιρος, kairos). But 
when does Jesus' "time" or "hour" actually come? 
 
At the beginning of the Last Supper (13:1), the narrator says, "his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father" (13:1). Similarly, in the prayer Jesus addresses 
to the Father at the end of the Last Supper Discourses, he begins, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you” (17:1).”6 

 
III. The final word [epilogue] (John’s Gospel) 

 
John intentionally moves us from “not yet” to “finish.”  The only way of making any sense of 
what this means is to see it in light of ancient promises and present fulfillment.  Let us now 
journey together through John’s Gospel and see the beauty and sit in awe. 
 

“The narrator noted Jesus' reference to the "hour" (John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 
17:1). From these references we note that the "hour" referred to Jesus' glorification 
through his death, burial, and resurrection.”7 

 
“The Gospel of John has an intentional focus on "the hour" of Jesus. Before his first 
miracle, Jesus said that "My hour has not yet come" (2:4). During his early life and 
ministry, we are twice told that "his hour had not yet come" (7:30 and 8:20). Toward the 
end of his life, Jesus realized that the hour was at hand, "The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified" (12:23). He recoiled from the horror of it, but knew that this hour 
was the fulfillment of his mission, "Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say - 
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour" 
(12:27). The forward momentum of Jesus' hour in the Gospel of John reaches a climax at 
the Cross, "Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart from this world and go to the Father" (13:1). "After Jesus had spoken these 
words, he looked up to heaven and said, 'Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 
that the Son may glorify you" (17:1).”8 
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A. “My hour has not yet come” 

 
Perhaps more than anyone else John speaks of a specific hour/time when the purpose of God 
in the Story of God would come to its breaking point.  Listen to how John captures the thought 
of Paul and Mark. 
 

And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come." (John 
2:4) 
 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem 
will you worship the Father." (John 4:21) 
 
But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. (John 4:23) 
 
Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live. (John 5:25) 
 
Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, (John 
5:28) 
 
So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet 

come. (John 7:30) 
 
These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His 
hour had not yet come. (John 8:20) 

 
B. “The hour has come” 

 
And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified." (John 12:23) 
 
Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour.  (John 12:27) 
 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out 
of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
(John 13:1) 
 
Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to 
leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. (John 16:32) 
 
Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, (John 17:1) 

 
C. “It is finished” 

 
Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and 
gave up His spirit. (John 19:30) 
 
Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to 
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. (Rev. 21:6) 
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“And as he died John tells us that Jesus cried tetelestai, "It is finished!" (19:30); his death 
for sinners was the completion of the work he came to do. The evidence makes it very 
difficult to contest the view that in this Gospel the cross is the climax of the whole story, 
that to which everything else leads up. It remains to ask what significance John attaches 
to the cross, but that his whole Gospel is written in such a way as to make the cross 
supremely important seems beyond reasonable doubt.”9 

 
It is evident, specificity is marked.  There is something very special about this time as 
opposed to other times.  And whatever this time points to or addresses, it is finished.  It is not 
a random moment in time that we stumble into.  It is very specific.  It is like one’s birth date.  
Such a day is not randomly selected.  It is a non-negotiable day in history when you were 
born.  This is like that.  There is a specific moment written by God when His Story would come 
to a head.   For us to understand the fulfillment of a time, it is necessary for us to grasp the 
biblical Story.  The time is the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the Blood 
Picture.  The purpose of both is to rescue us from our sin and its resultant consequences 
through redemption and thus restore us in our relationship with God so that we might be with 
Him and enjoy Him forever.  That is what this entire Story is all about. 
 
We are slowly zeroing in and bringing each piece into focus.  This study looks like one of the 
pictures that it is made up of a million little pictures.  When you see the picture you see the 
whole, but when you zero in you cannot see the whole; you do, however, see the pieces that 
make up the whole.  Right now we will consider the whole as it relates to promise and 
fulfillment.  In our next studies we will consider smaller pieces making up the whole. 
 
This moment in time cannot be easily dismissed.  Let us recognize this moment for what it is.  
The choice before each of us is clear.  We will either embrace Him as the Lord of glory and the 
Savior of our souls or we will dismiss Him as such and side with those who would seek His 
destruction.  Those are the only two options before us.  There is no other option. 
 
 The Lord of Glory continues His preparation, the Spirit of God calls, may we heed His 
wooing, “Come and dine.” 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Friends, you and I have rebelled against God, but He has done everything necessary to 
redeem us from sin’s debt and restore us into His family. 

2. The hour is come and today is the day of salvation.   
3. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE” 

 
                                                 

1 http://www.mystudybible.com/  
2 http://www.kerux.com/documents/KeruxV8N1A3.asp [K:NWTS 8/1 (May 1993) 38-48], The Gospel of 

John: An Introduction, James T. Dennison, Jr. 
3
 http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/books/fifty-reasons-why-jesus-came-to-die  

4
 http://carm.org/christianity/christian-doctrine/what-did-jesus-come-do CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS AND 

RESEARCH MINISTRY 
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5 http://www.agapebiblestudy.com/john_gospel/Gospel_of_John_Lesson_6_Handouts.pdf  
6 http://catholic-resources.org/John/Themes-Hour.htm  
7 http://www.theopedia.com/Gospel_of_John  
8 http://godscharacter.com/index.php/bible-study/john/what-is-the-hour-in-john-s-gospel  
9 http://faculty.gordon.edu/hu/bi/Ted_Hildebrandt/NTeSources/NTArticles/CTR-NT/Morris-JohnsAtonement-

CTR.pdf   
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